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District Manager Len Lichvar and theThe District, in addition to its many water
Somerset Conservation District staff quality improvement efforts and projects,
were recognized with tB820 Walter also administers the Chapter 102 erosion

Lyon Award presented by the and sediment control program, provides
Pennsylvania Association of technical assistance to the agricultural
Environmental Professionals. The community, conducts environmental

award recognizes excellence in education programs, administers the Dirt
professional conservation efforts andand Gravel Road Program for water quality
outstanding natural resource protection and provides administrative and

enhancement project accomplishmentgher support for local watershed groups
and nonrprofits.

Trust Fund for Oven Run AMD The fund was established thanks to the
Passive Treatment System long term and ongoing public information
Established by Len Lichvar and education efforts spearheaded by the

Somerset Conservation District.

A Trust fund to provide long term finan-

Passive Treatment systems on the Stonirgely to an initial Facebook Fund Raiser
creek River has finally become a reality.nitidted by Chad Gontkovic and Coal
Tubin in March of 2020. An additional

The Somer set Con s econtriautian ofi$25000.80was ntadedy
Oven Run Treatment Sites A, D, E and the Somerset County Commissioners in
F Trust Fund is now an official fund October.

with the Community Foundation for the _
Alleghenies. (continued on page 2)



Trust Fund (continued from page one) A variety of invited speakers discussed their role in the
project that began over 3 years ago through the efforts of

Charitable donations are now being accepted thié Somerset Conservation District. District Watershed

will be required to grow the fund over the comingpecialist Greg Shustrick designed, secured grant funds

years to support future operation and maintenaané oversaw the construction of the project.

and of the systems. The water quality of the

Stonycreek River is now more secure and the Iamg project received volunteer assistance and funding from

term growth of this fund will assist in ensuring thiaé Mountain Laurel Chapter of Trout Unlimited and

the previous successful efforts to revitalizetheaddi t i onal funding came fro

recreational and economic future of the CambriBmbraceA -Stream Grant Program, Pennsylvania Council

Somerset region will continue into the future. T@ f Tr out Unl i mitedds Foreve

donate go tovww.cfalleghenies.org. Pennsylvania Environment al

Conservation Landscape Grant Program, and Johnstown

Vision Together 2025 River Capture Team Grant program.

Official Dedication of Soap Hollow Run

Fish Habitat Improvement Project Articles in the Johnstown TribuBemocrat, Somerset

By Len Lichvar Daily American and a segment on WIANGurther
promoted the efforts of all the partners in enhancing the
coldwater resource and the significance of wild trout to the
ongoing ecdourism industry and recreational assets in the
CambriaSomerset region.

T Innovative Way to Remove Iron Sludge

FISH HABITAT PROJECT

e by Len Lichvar

The Somerset Conservation District utilized an innovative
method to remove iron sludge from the Rock Tunnel AMD
treatment system. GAP VAX, of Johnstown, used their
special mobile equipment to remove sludge from the wetland
portion of the treatment system. The effort proved successful.
However, only approximately 33% of the sludge was removed
given the funding available that allowed for only one day of

Conemaugh Township Supervisor Steve ~ ©Peration.

Buncich speaks at the Soap Hollow Run

Fish Habitat Project Dedication on SCRIP contributed funds and the District provided the

October 15, 2020 at Greenhouse Park. balance for the experimental effort. This method as well as

Photo by Len Lichvar other options will be examined for potential future sludge
removal.

The Soap Hollow Run Fish Habitat
Improvement project was officially dedicatedhe Rock Tunnel system, located on the South Fork of Bens

on October 15, 2020 with a ceremony Creek, was the first AMD passive treatment system that was
recognizing the pr ofoasrycigdinthesSipnyeraelpRiver wataished groygh tae
enhancement of the Class A wild trout coordinating efforts of SCRIP in 1991. Unfortunately, there is
stream located in Greenhouse Park in no official entity obligated to maintain this system and the

Conemaugh Township Somerset County. Conservation District has voluntarily assumed the
responsibility for it despite limited staff and even more limited
funds to continue the ongoing operation and maintenance that
this system requires.
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Remembering Thurman Korns
by Melissa Reckner

On October 28, 2020, SCRIP and its partners lost a
watershed hero: Thurman Korns, who passed away at
the age of 90.

Thurman grew up in the Wells Creek watershed and
was a truck driver by trade. He taught himself about
Abandoned Mine Drainage, restoration needs, grant
writing, political prowess, and more, simply because
he wanted to bring life back to the stream in which he
played but never fishedas a child.

Wells Creek is approximatelyrai@ long, coldwater
tributary to the Stonycre
of 2012. Like many other streams, Wells Creek was
decimated by AMD and sewage.

In the 1970s, the Somerset Township Municipal
Authority formed and installed a sewage collection
and treatment system. To counteract the AMD, the
Wells Creek Watershed Association (WCWA) was

created in 1999 with Thurman serving as president of
Thurman Korns at the Wells Creek Watershed WC;#N?A from 1992014.
mey .

Associati onds s Pt byrivelissa Rexk

Some of the early members had been stocking trout in Wells Creek at Listie for several years, but they had t
the trout since the stream did not support a foo
working with landowners and securing grants, particularly from Growing Greener, to monitor discharges, sec
permits, delineate wetlands, remove refuse piles, and design and construct treatment systems. The WCWA
grew its membership to well over 100 members, conducted litter cleanups throughout the watershed, and
combatted vandalism at treatment systems. Thurman was involved with all of these activities.

In 2002, Thurman led a tour of the Wells Creek watershed for about 50 people, including DEP Deputy Secre
Eric Thumma, the township supervisors, and State Representative Bob Bastian to further connect leaders tc
important work WCWA was completing. Since then, WCWA successfully installed three treatment systems,
which they still diligently monitor and maintain, and brought Wells Creek back to its former glory! Every yeal
WCWA holds a popular chicken BBQ on Super Bowl Sunday to raise funds to stock trout in Wells Creek, wh
has become a nice fishery.

Il n 2004, on behalf of the WCWA, Thur man accepted
DEP Secretary Katie McGinty for bringing the community together and restoring water quality and the

subsequent fishery to Wells Creek. Thur man was
we really appreciate it, but | can tell yowthidoes not hold a candle to the satisfaction that we have received
from having been instrument a(tontinuedonpageedhi ng up our
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Thurman Korns (continued from page 3)

Always promoting WCWA and its successes and challenges, Thurman participated in countless meetings ar
events. He attended many Ohio River Watershed Celebrations and won cash awards for WCWA at that eve
multiple times. He was proud to note that he secured eight consecutiventsiiff062012) from the

Dominion Foundation / Western PA Conservancy for WCWA projects. | recall Ben Wright, former Assistant
Director of WPCO6s Freshwater Conservation Progr a
reason Thurman stopped applying was that Dominion no longer offered funding to Somerset County groups

Thur mands dedication to Wells Creek and the regi
regularly assisting with education and outreach programs for school students. | remember how he laughed
completing titrations that changed colors and ca

While perhaps best known for his role with WCWA, Thurman wasterleripard member of SCRIP. He

joined SCRIP in 1997 and was Head of the River Keepers, helping to monitor waterways in Somerset Count
Thur man served as SCRI-B&3 uniil medearsdihis railing dyesighnhwoald hondetr his2
work. Thurman also served as the chairman of the Water Resources Committee of the Southern Alleghenie
RC&D Council and as a board member of the Southern Alleghenies Conservancy and Somerset County
Conservancy for years. He was thetongme edi t or of the WCWAGOs newsl e
membership and involvement with conservation organizations. In 2010, Thurman was named the Somerset
County Conservationist of the Year by the Somer s

Thurman was a bright spot and friend to many of us. He is missed and will be remembered fondly.

Frog Week 2020 Starting the Week of December 13

An upcoming event might be of interest to outdoor enthusiasts. Aaron
Capouellez, a Johnstown native who is a communication major with a minor i
biology at the University of Pittsburgh at Johnstown is planning to release his
project,Frog Week 2020the week of December 13. This project is part of an
internship designed to educate people on the native frogs and toads of
Pennsylvania and promote their conservation.

Aaron and his crew of about eight people spent six months investigating thes
animals, learning from one another as they pursued these creatures in our ar

Pickerell Frog The.y filmed in many places and documented frog; in unthinkable
environments, like abandoned tunnels, on mountains, and even suburban
backyards.

The goal of the project is to raise awareness and motivate people to care more about frogs and toads. He fet
the more the public is educated about the importance of native frogs and toads that it will help with their
conservation. (continued on page 5)
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